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CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 02 EMBBERLIN 02193 
US I A FOR EU 

E.O. 12356: DECLrOADR 
TAGS: PREL, GC, BZ , US 

SUBJECT: GDR MEDIA REPORT WEST BERLIN BRUTALITY, REPRINT 
IZVESTIA ON BORDER GUARDS 

1. (C) SUMMARY. IN COVERAGE OF DEMONSTRATIONS IN WEST 
BERLIN JUNE 11, AND ENSUING RIOTS, GDR MEDIA HAVE 
COMPOUNDED THEIR PORTRAYAL OF SUPPOSED POLICE OPPRESSION 
IN THE CITY ON THE EVE OF THE PRESIDENT'S VISIT. REPORTS 
ALLEGE THAT POLICE LAUNCHED UNPROVOKED ATTACKS ON 70,000 
PEACE DEMONSTRATORS, BARRED JOURNALISTS FROM THE SCENE 
OF THESE EVENTS, AND ASSAULTED AN EAST GERMAN REPORTER. 
THE GDR IS CLEARLY ATTEMPTING TO CAST ITS TREATMENT OF THE 
EVENTS IN THE MOLD OF WESTERN PRESS COVERAGE OF CLASHES 
BETWEEN POLICE AND YOUNG ROCK MUSIC FANS IN EAST BERLIN 
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LAST WEEKEND. MEANWHILE, NEUES DEUTSCHLAND HAS REPRINTED 
AN IZVESTIA ARTICLE PRAISING GDR BORDER GUARDS IN BERLIN, 
THEREBY CLARIFYING THE SOVIET POSITION ON THE EAST BERLIN 
RIOTS. END SUMMARY. 
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2. (U) EAST GERMAN MEDIA TREATMENT OF JUNE 11 
DEMONSTRATIONS IN WEST BERLIN AND THE RIOTS WHICH FOLLOWED 
DEPICTS A REIGN OF SYSTEMATIC AND BRUTAL POLICE OPPRESSION 
ON THE EVE OF THE PRESIDENT'S APPEARANCE IN THE CITY. 
UNDER THE HEADLINE "POLICE ACTIONS WITH BILLY CLUBS AND 
TEAR GAS AGAINST A PEACE DEMONSTRATION," THE JUNE 12 
EDITION OF NEUES DEUTSCHLAND DESCRIBES "ARBITRARY AND 
BRUTAL ATTACKS" ON THE 70,000 PERSONS PROTESTING U.S. 
SECURITY AND FOREIGN POLICIES. THE ARTICLE QUOTES THE 
VIEWS OF A WEST BERLIN ART HISTORIAN: "THIS IS UNHEARD 
OF, WE WANT TO DEMONSTRATE FOR PEACE HERE, AND THEN A 
POLICE PRESENCE, AS IF WE WERE CRIMINALS." THE VIOLENCE 
AND VANDALISM OF RADICAL ELEMENTS WHICH FOLLOWED THE 
DEMONSTRATION ARE NOT MENTIONED BY ND . 

3. (U) ND GOES ON TO REPORT A GATHERING AT URANIA- 
PLATZ IN SCHOENEBERG, WHERE SEVERAL SPEAKERS, INCLUDING 
TWO AMERICANS, ADDRESSED THE CROWD. THE ARTICLE 
CONTINUES: "IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE SPEECH OF THE AMERICAN 
SPOKESWOMAN IT WAS REPORTED THAT A THICK CORDON OF POLICE 
HAD VIOLENTLY PREVENTED A PORTION OF THE DEMONSTRATORS 
FROM APPROACHING THE SITE OF THE DEMONSTRATION. PANIC 
BROKE OUT AS POLICE VEHICLES, INCLUDING WATER CANNON, 
RACED FORWARD WITH SIRENS HOWLING." EYEWITNESSES 
ALLEGEDLY REPORTED POLICE ATTACKS WITH BILLY CLUBS AND 
TEAR GAS WHICH LEFT "NUMEROUS MEN, WOMEN, AND YOUTHS 
INJURED. ENTIRE SQUADRONS OF POLICE ATTEMPTED IN THE 
MOST BRUTAL MANNER TO DRIVE AWAY THE PROTESTERS. THEY 
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HUNTED DOWN YOUNG PEOPLE IN PARTICULAR." 

4 . (U) THE PIECE CONCLUDES BY ALLEGING POLICE INTER- 
FERENCE WITH JOURNALISTS. A THICK POLICE CORDON 
SUPPOSEDLY BARRED JOURNALISTS FROM THE "SITE OF EVENTS." 
FINALLY, THE ARTICLE CLAIMS THAT "AN ADN PHOTO- REPORTER 
WAS PREVENTED BY BLOWS TO HIS CAMERA WITH A POLICE 
SHIELD FROM PHOTOGRAPHING THE ARRESTS . " 

5. (U) THE SAME ISSUE OF ND REPRINTS A LENGTHY IZVESTIA 
ARTICLE BY MELOR STURUA ENTITLED "THE BRANDENBURG GATE" 
WHICH PRAISES THE BRAVERY AND DEDICATION OF GDR BORDER 
GUARDS IN BERLIN. THE PIECE, CARRIED IN THE POSITION ON 
PAGE TWO USED FOR STATEMENTS OF PARTY POLICY, INCLUDES 

A VERBATIM QUOTATION FROM AN ENTRY BY GORBACHEV IN THE 
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GUEST BOOK OF THE GDR' S "COMMANDANT" FOR EAST BERLIN. 
"AT THE BRANDENBURG GATE," GORBACHEV WROTE, "ONE CAN 
PLAINLY SEE HOW MUCH STRENGTH AND WHAT GENUINE HEROISM 
ARE DEMANDED FOR THE DEFENSE OF THE FIRST SOCIALIST 
STATE ON GERMAN SOIL FROM THE ATTACKS OF THE CLASS 
ENEMY." THE ARTICLE DEALS AT LENGTH WITH "PROVOCATIONS" 
FROM THE WESTERN SIDE OF THE BERLIN WALL, INCLUDING 
THOSE BY PRESIDENT REAGAN AND AMERICAN WALL -WALKER 
JOHN RUNNINGS, WHOM IT SARCASTICALLY CALLS "NOT A BAD 
TANDEM. " 

6. (C) COMMENT. THE GDR' S DISTORTED COVERAGE OF THE 
WEST BERLIN DEMONSTRATIONS IS OBVIOUSLY DESIGNED TO 
PARALLEL, DOWN TO THE ABUSE OF JOURNALISTS, WESTERN 
MEDIA COVERAGE OF LAST WEEKEND'S CLASHES BETWEEN POLICE 
AND YOUNG ROCK MUSIC FANS IN EAST BERLIN. WHILE 
OBVIOUSLY UNABLE TO CONVINCE EAST GERMANS THAT THE 
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E.O. 12356: DECL :OADR 
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SUBJECT: GDR MEDIA REPORT WEST BERLIN BRUTALITY, REPRINT 

EAST BERLIN RIOTS NEVER OCCURRED , THE GDR MEDIA CLEARLY 
INTEND TO DEMONSTRATE THAT THINGS ARE AT LEAST AS BAD 
IN WEST BERLIN. THAT THE DISTURBANCES IN WEST BERLIN 
ARE ASSOCIATED WITH THE PRESIDENT'S VISIT PROVIDES 
AN IMPORTANT ADDITIONAL THEME FOR EAST GERMAN PROPAGANDA, 
NAMELY ALLEGED POPULAR REJECTION OF U.S. POLICIES, 
INCLUDING THE PRESIDENT'S BRANDENBURG GATE SPEECH. 

7. (C) THE IZVESTIA REPRINT SEEMS INTENDED TO COUNTER 
EARLIER REPORTS OF SOVIET SUPPORT FOR THE YOUNG EAST 
GERMANS WHO CLASHED WITH POLICE DURING AND AFTER ROCK 
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CONCERTS AT THE REICHSTAG IN WEST BERLIN. AT THE SAME 
TIME, IT LAYS A CLEAR MARKER FOR ANY EAST GERMANS WHO 
MIGHT CONTEMPLATE RESPONDING TO OTHER "PROVOCATIONS" 
AT THE WALL - INCLUDING THE PRESIDENT'S SPEECH. 

8. MOSCOW MINIMIZE CONSIDERED. MEEHAN 
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